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Abstract: Pre-service English teachers often lack sufficient opportunities for authentic 

practice and personalized feedback during their training, hindering the development of 

essential teaching skills. This paper explores how AI voice agents, like those developed by 

ElevenLabs, can enhance the teaching competence of future English educators by providing 

realistic conversational practice, exposure to diverse learners, and instant feedback. AI-

powered teaching simulations can supplement traditional teacher preparation, allowing 

teachers to gain experience adapting their language, pedagogy, and classroom management 

strategies to various contexts. While more research is needed on the long-term effects of AI-

assisted teacher training, initial findings suggest it could significantly improve pre-service 

teachers’ confidence and adaptability. Realizing the full potential of AI in teacher education 

will require collaboration among educators, researchers, and AI developers to ensure 

pedagogically sound, culturally responsive, and ethical implementation. Ultimately, AI has 

the potential to revolutionize English teacher preparation and better equip future educators 

for real-world classrooms. 
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Introduction  

Effective English language instruction requires educators to possess a complex skill 

set, including strong linguistic competence and robust pedagogical strategies[1]. However, 

pre-service teachers often struggle to develop these skills due to limited opportunities for 

authentic practice and individualized feedback in traditional teacher education 

programs[2]. 

Emerging AI technologies, like the lifelike voice agents created by ElevenLabs, offer 

exciting possibilities for enhancing English teacher preparation. By leveraging AI to 

simulate diverse language learners, teacher education programs can provide immersive, 

personalized practice experiences that mirror real-world teaching contexts. 
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Enhancing Teacher Training with AI  

ElevenLabs’ AI technology enables the creation of highly realistic, conversational 

characters that can be customized to simulate English learners of various ages, proficiency 

levels, and backgrounds[3]. By engaging with these AI “students,” pre-service teachers can 

practice key competencies, such as adapting language, providing feedback, and managing 

classroom dynamics, in a safe, controlled environment. 

For example, a teacher candidate could practice differentiating instruction for a 

simulated mixed-ability classroom, making real-time decisions to support diverse learner 

needs. The AI would offer instant feedback on the teacher’s strategies, helping them identify 

strengths and areas for improvement. 

Benefits and Applications 

 AI-powered teaching simulations offer numerous benefits for English teacher 

preparation: 

1. Personalized, on-demand practice opportunities[4] 

2. Exposure to diverse English varieties and accents[5] 

3. Safe environment to hone classroom management skills[6] 

4. Instant, detailed feedback on teaching performance[7] 

These features allow pre-service teachers to engage in targeted skill development, 

build confidence, and accelerate their professional growth. 

Considerations and Future Directions  

While AI-assisted teacher training holds great promise, it should complement, not 

replace, human interaction and mentorship. As AI becomes more prevalent in education, 

pre-service teachers must also learn to critically evaluate and effectively integrate these 

tools[8]. 

Realizing the full potential of AI in English teacher preparation will require ongoing 

research, collaboration, and reflection among educators, researchers, and AI developers. 

Key priorities include: 

1. Investigating long-term impacts on teacher and student outcomes 

2. Ensuring pedagogically sound, culturally responsive AI design 

3. Preparing teachers for ethical, student-centered AI use 

By proactively addressing these considerations, we can harness the power of AI to 

create transformative teacher education experiences that ultimately benefit language 

learners worldwide. 
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Conclusion  

The integration of ElevenLabs AI in English teacher preparation represents an exciting 

frontier with the potential to significantly enhance pre-service teachers’ confidence, skills, 

and adaptability. AI-powered teaching simulations provide immersive, personalized 

opportunities to develop key competencies, interact with diverse learner profiles, and 

receive targeted feedback. 

However, realizing the full promise of AI in teacher education will require ongoing 

research, collaboration, and critical reflection to ensure effective, ethical implementation. By 

combining human expertise with AI capabilities, we can create more comprehensive, 

impactful teacher training that equips future educators to meet the needs of diverse 

language learners in the 21st century. 
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